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Tuesdays Together

OCTOBER 30

THE
PROPHET

AMOS
CHAPTERS | & 2




WHAT
IS A
PROPHET?

A prophet is someone who
“exegetes” the present
situation from a divine
perspective.

The Prophet’s Burden:
eCompassion for Man
-Sympathy for God

8th Century BC:
Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah

fundamental objective was to
reconcile man and God. Why do
the two need reconciliation?
Perhaps it is due to man'’s false
sense of sovereignty, to his
abuse of freedom, to his

aggressive, sprawling pride,
resenting God’s involvement in
history.”

Abraham J. Heschel




OUTLINE

October 30
Amos, Chapters | & 2

November 6
Amos, Chapters 3 -5

November |3
Amos, Chapters 6 -9

BACKGROUND

ISRAEL

The Best of Times
God is good!

Why is God good?
Because of our
extravagant support
of the official shrines.

The Worst of Times

Absence of loyalty
Absence of pity




Israel = North
Judah = South

AMos is an outsider,

But,

he is not a hick.

Recent scholarship
says that this small
town boy had moxie,
sophistication and
money. He was
speaking to his own
class.

Amos’ Prophetic Imagination

1.
2.

Sensitivity to evil (Amos 8:4-6)

While others are intoxicated with the here and now,
they have a vision of the end CW (common wisdom)
the day of the Lord would come and all of the pagan
nations would get their due .... Prophets said,
beware, the Day of the Lord will come and if Israel
is not right with God, Israel will be blasted!

. Compassion — major theme in Amos is

condemnation of the rich for the oppression of the
poor. Burden of a prophet: compassion for man,
sympathy for God

. Loneliness and isolation Amos 5:10

. Justice! Justice is a divine concern, more than an

ideal or norm. Justice is part of the covenant
between God and people — God is pained by
misdeeds, angry at injustice.




CHAPTER
ONE

=

The words of Armos, whno was aurnorig the

shephnerds of Tekoz, which ne saw
concerning lsrael in the days of ¥ing
Uzziahn of Judan and in the days of ring
Jeroboarn son of Joasn of Israel, two yezars
before the earthncuzaie.

2And nhe said: The Lord roars frorm
Zion, and utters nis volice frorn
Jerusalern; the pastures of thie shepherds
wither, and the top of Carrnel dri

v. L Oracle: “which ne saw....” 13 an authoritative answer or wise
expression...key is authority! rle saw this! God gives hirn the
vision; he is speaking for God. People were arnazead at Jesus
because e was one “who spoke with authority”

7]

2 Arnos does not do the actual writing




Nations not chosen because
of might or prestige but
rather because these were
the nations that were
despised and loathed by
Israel.

Ethiopians — they were
black, considered inferior,
sold as slaves in markets

Philistines — archenemies
of Israel

Syria — continued to be a
menace to the N. Kingdom

*The God of Israel is the
God of all nations!
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5Thius sawys the Lord: For three transgressions of
Gaza, and for four, | will not revoie the
ounishnrnent; because they carried into a2x4ile entire
cormrnunities, to hand thern over to Edorn.

S0 | will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, fire that
shall devour its strongholds.

8] will cut off the inhabitants frorm Ashndod, and
the one who nolds the sceptre frorn Ashielon; |
will turn rny hand against Ekron, and the rernnant
of the Philistines shall perish, says the Lord God.
Gaza on a caravan route that dealt in slave trading, the Philistines
were hated rivals; they had battled the Israelites over Canaan
whern r'rl-’-/ carne to rhe prorised land (an area of Palesting). No

story of David and Goliath.

ra

9Thius says the Lord: For three
transgressions of Tv re, arncdl for four,
I will not revore the punisnrnent;
because they delivered entire
cornrmunities over to ecorn, and did
not rermermber thie covenant of
KINsnio.

1950 | will send a f]re orn tne VV:'.”

of Tvre, fire |

strongnolds.
Tyra also dealt in slave trade. One of the principal cities in the
Mid-eas Ezal, ch. 28 gives description of its cornmerce
Cov-—-n-mr of brotharhood - once theare had been a treaty,
agreearnant between Israzl and Edorn.
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aver

1250 | will send a fire on Ternan
arncd it shall devour the strongnolds
of Bozrzan

Arnos — tradition often seas nirr
towrn hick. rlowever, recent S
says that this srnall town b )
rmo.ie, and sorne sophisticat]
rmorney. Therefore ne is speak
owrn classl
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rle 1s frorn the south, an outsider!




13Thus says the Lord: For three
transgressions of the Arnrmonites, ar d for
four, I will not revolke the punishrment
becs

wse they nave ripped open pragn ant
worneri in Gilead in order to enlarge their
territory.

4350 | w]ll vindle a fir
Rabbah, Tire that shnzal
stro rJrlolJJ with sho 0
attle, with a2 storrm on the day o
whirlwind;
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TWO




Thus says the Lord: For three
transgressions of Moab, and for four, | will
not revore the punishrnent; pecause ne
burned to lirne the bones of the King of
ecorr.

nd a fire on Mozip, and it shzll
trongholds of ¥erioth, and

and the sound of the trurnpet;

31 will cut off the ruler frorn its rmidst, and
will Kill a2l its officials with nirn, says the

Lord.

Moz was to the 2ast of the Dead Sea, at its southarn a2dge

S
cie arnid uprozar, arnid shouting

the Lord: For threaea

transgressions of Judan, and for four, |
will not revoke the punishrnent; because
they have rejected the law of the Lord,
and nhawve not kept nhis statutes, but they
nave been led asiray by the sarme lies
after which their ancestors waled.

' 'r;- on Juclan EI‘ICI It
trongnolds o

550 | will send
h ll~v0Jr [¥g!

® AL
L’) =

Orzacle against Judahn — this is Armos’ hormeland (hits his own

2 before saying anything about Israel)
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nus sawys the Lord: For three transgressions
Israel, aand for four, | will not revole the
nishirnent; because they sell the rignteous
r silver, and the needy for 22 pair of sandals —
12y who trarnple the head of the poor into
2 dust of the ear['r and ¢ rJ.qu Lhe afflicted

tf ; f:l.z ir 'Lo the

lay thernselves down beside every altar
ga_rrrlerlts 'Ls 2r m r)l—*dg—* :-_rncl in rrw rnone
' G




oellion in national life
(v.5-8) no due process of Jaw!

~Tare advantage of srnall debt to
sezll the poor into slavery — szl|
pzople for price of snoes (875

today’s rmoney).

v.7 The poor, 25 a2
upon thair heads.

ara so gr_-_-d/ fiaar
poor use for rmourn

re r\rnos sugg—-?r fnat t
'rle_/ want evern the dust that
1in

v. 722 “Afflicted’ — better word for afflicted is MEEK,
meek do not cornplain, accept thair circurnsrancas
as opposead o the brutal self-assartion of their
0ppressors

Wine/Zgarrments — given against a loan; rule was to
return thern at sundown — here they are devoured.
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EVELATION I FIISTORY”

9vet | destroyad the Arnorite before thern, whose
as like the hei gnr of cedars, and who was
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OAlso | brought you up out of the land of Egypt, and
led you for forty years in the wilderness, t

the land of the Armorite.
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HANnd 1 raised up sorne of your children to be
propheats and sorne of your youthns to be nazirites. Is
it notindeead so, O paople of Israzl? says the Lord.

But you rnade the nazirites drini wm:-, and
izandead the prophets, saying, ‘You shall not

v. 11 Nazirites — the separated or consacrataed onas. In later timeas
thay vowead not to cut their hair —also abstainad frorm wine.
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clown in your place,
lowrn when it is full o
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HElight shall perish frorn the swift, and the
strong shall not retain their strength, nor
shall the rmighty save their lives;

Sthose who nandla tha bow shall not stand,
and those who are swift of foot shall not
3

Land those who are stout of neart arnongy
the rnighty shall flee awvay naked on

that clay, says the Lord.




aclvarice of thie Assyriarn

Ermpire. God would work out

Nnis rightzousness in nurrzur)

nistory using tne enerny,

Assyriza

ror greed and Just there would
oz cormplete degtruction

fundamental objective was to
reconcile man and God. Why do
the two need reconciliation?
Perhaps it is due to man'’s false
sense of sovereignty, to his

abuse of freedom, to his
aggressive, sprawling pride,
resenting God’s involvement in
history.”

Abraham J. Heschel
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